
COUNTI OF ERIE

CHRIS COLLINS
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

June 28, 2011

The Honorable
Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street - Fourth Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

RE: Erie County Capital Budget Funding for the Spaulding Fibre Site

Honorable Members:

Enclosed please find a memorandum and proposed resolution authorizing entering into contracts
with the City of Tonawanda to allow for expenditure of$I,120,000 in Erie County Capital
Budget funding for the Spaulding Fibre Commerce Park site in the City of Tonawanda. The
contracts will also allow for Erie County to take title to the areas where the improvements will
take place.

Should your honorable body require any further information, I encourage you to contact the
Department of Environment and Planning. Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely,

CHRlS COLLINS
Erie County Executive

RATH BUILDING· 95 FRANKLIN STREET· BUFFALO,N.Y. ·14202· (716) 858-6000· WWW.ERIE.GOV
Comm. 15E-15 
Page 1 of 4



A. IIOCT I

MEMORANDUM

To:
From:
Re:
Date:

HonorableMembersof the Erie CountyLegislature
Departmentof Environment and Planning
Erie County CapitalBudget Fundingfor the SpauldingFibre Site
June 28, 2011

SUMMARY
It is recommended that the Erie CountyLegislature authorize the County Executiveto enter into
agreementswith the City ofTonawandato transferErie County Capital Budgetfunds for an
amount not to exceed $1,120,000 forthe Spaulding Fibre Commerce Park project.The allocation
from the 2011 Erie CountyCapital Budgetwas made to assist in the redevelopment ofthe
SpauldingFibre site as a prime industrial site in an urbanized area. It will also allow the County
Executive to enter contractswith the City ofTonawanda to accept ownershipofthe right-of-way
and to accept ownership ofthe roadwayand all infrastructure to be constructed within the right
of-way.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
Currentlythe SpauldingFibre propertyis a remediated former brownfieldand abandoned
industrial site. There has been no private sector activityor propertytaxes paid on the site in
almost twentyyears.This investment of$1,120,000 from Erie County2011 CapitalBudget
funding will allow the 47-acreparcel to be available for sale to private sector owners for
redevelopment The fundingis part of the 2011 approved Erie County Capital Budget.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION
The SpauldingFibre site has been a blighted site for manyyears and an impedimentto
developmentand investmentin this part of the CityofTonawanda. The demolition and
environmental remediationthathas tlIken place win help pave the way for reuse ofthis site, job
creation and increased investmentin the area. The construction ofthe access roadwill be the
final componentto making the site "shovel ready" for development

CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION
Failure to adopt this resolutionwill result inErie Countybeingunable to enter into contactsand
not having the Capital Budgetfunding to use for the SpauldingProject. The accessroad would
not be constructed.

STEPS FOLLOWING APPROVAL
Upon approvalofthe resolution, contractswith the CityofTonawanda will be executed.

COMPTROLLER'S REVIEW
The proposed legislationhas been reviewedby the Officeof the Comptrollerand isrelated to a
capitalproject.Jncluded in the 2011 Capital Budget, for which there will be sufficientcapital
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A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY:
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING

RE: Erie County Capital Budget
Funding for the Spaulding Fibre Site

WHEREAS, the Spaulding Fibre Site in the City of Tonawanda is a remediated former
abandoned factory and brownfield site; and

WHEREAS, the City of Tonawanda, the County of Erie, the Erie County Industrial
Development Agency, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the New
York State Empire State Development Corporation and National Grid have been working to
abate asbestos, demolish dilapidated buildings and remediate environmental problems at the
900,000 square foot facility, 47-acre site; and

WHEREAS, the 900,000 square foot factory has been demolished, the 47-acre site has
been remediated to restricted residential standards and the City of Tonawanda has taken title to
the property; and

WHEREAS, the construction of an access road and utilities into the site is necessary to
create a "shovel ready" site; and

WHEREAS, Erie County has allocated $1,120,000 in its approved 2011 Capital Budget
for a road and infrastructure for the Spaulding Commerce Park site; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for Erie County to have an ownership interest in the property
where the Capital Budget expenditures will occur.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is authorized to enter contracts with the City of
Tonawanda to accept ownership ofthe right-of-way; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is authorized to enter contracts with the City of
Tonawanda to accept ownership of the roadway and all infrastructure to be constructed within the
right-of-way; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is authorized to enter into agreements to transfer
$1,120,000 in Erie County Capital Budget funds to the City of Tonawanda for right of way
acquisition, construction and acquisition of all roads and infrastructure at the Spaulding
Commerce Park site; and be it further

RESOLVED, that authorization to enter into any contracts or agreements is contingent
upon authorization of the 2011 Bond Sale, and be it further

RESOLVED, that this Authorization take effect immediately; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature be directed to send certified copies of this
resolution to the County Executive; the Director of the Division of Budget and Management; the
Comptroller; the Commissioner of the Department of Environment and Planning; and the County
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Attorney.
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